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" DEAR COMRADE THALHEIMER : The coming revolution in
Germany is the most important world-event to-day. The vic-
tory of the proletariat will, without doubt, move the centre of
world revolution from Moscow to Berlin."

It is difficult to imagine such things, but few men in
1923 imagined the history of Adolf Hitler. There has
never been a more romantic age than this, which has
witnessed the rise of Masaryk, Ataturk, Mussolini, and
Hitler; and the story of Hitler is, perhaps, the strangest
of them all*

Can we put any faith in this extraordinary man who
has 80,000,000 Germans behind him, better armed, better
led, more fully organized, and until lately more united
than ever before for military conquest or commercial
penetration? To-day obviously we cannot. "Is it peace,
Jehu?" Europe asks, and Jehu, driving his Volkswagen,
answers: " What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy
mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?"

But Hitler is a great man, whatever his failings. He
would never have won his present position in Germany,
or kept it with his unquestioned ascendancy over cleverer
and more educated colleagues, unless he had been great
in spirit. Most people who meet him feel this quality.
Thomas Hardy, with his poet's insight, said that "the
truly great have no middling ledge; they are either famous
or utterly unknown/' Hitler is famous, and possibly the
most menacing figure in the modern world. He may be
our enemy, although he declares the contrary in Mein
Kampf, which anti-Nazis declare gives his plan of action
for the future. It is foolish, anyway, to under-estimate
an enemy. Whether we love or hate him, we should re-
member that he is the incarnation of a wronged and legiti-
mately-indignant Germany.

I have met many of the notable figures of the world,

* See Appendix III